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containing the following: an ink-pot, a crucifix,
a sword, as well as other things* According to
which it touches, so will that be the career for which
it is destined* The same idea might be adopted at
home, when it would save many a parent much
mental strain in later years*
Among the old-fashioned, Maltese marriages
are still arranged, and especially with the upper
classes* On betrothal the man offers his bride-to-
be a fish with a ring in its mouth, whilst the
respective mothers make a paste of salt, honey,
and aniseed* which they rub on the bride's lips
to make her affable and prudent* Presents from
friends and relatives are then dropped in the
sitting bride's lap* These latter customs are now
only carried out by the country folk and lower
classes*
One or two other quaint rules are as follows:
You must not eat cabbage on New Year's Day ;
no child must be absent from the house on St*
Martin's Day: if this is allowed to happen, bad luck
will come to the house* A cure for fright was to
give the patient a plate of soup, and, after it had
been eaten, to tell him that it had been made from a
dead puppy* An infallible cure, I should think*
Yawning will let a devil in, if you are not very
careful*